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Arrow PizzaArrow Pizza
Lancaster High School students began a Lancaster High School students began a 
take-and-bake pizza business, catering take-and-bake pizza business, catering 
to Lancaster Community Schools staff, to Lancaster Community Schools staff, 
last fall. To learn more about Arrow last fall. To learn more about Arrow 
Pizza, check out the video on the school Pizza, check out the video on the school 
district’s YouTube channel or Facebook district’s YouTube channel or Facebook 
page.page.
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District Staff
Rob Wagner - District Administrator
Dennis Addison - Bus Driver
Jacqueline Bresee - Special Education 
Secretary
Neil Campbell - Special Education 
Director
Pam Clauer - Bus Driver
Colleen Eggers - Administrative Assistant
John Hoch - Athletic Director
Kay Hoffman - Bus Driver
Mark Hoffman - Bus Driver
Jeff Johanning - District Bookkeeper
Karl Koehler - Bus Driver
Paul Landon - Bus Driver
Curt Mergen - Director of Transportation
Carrie Post - Library Media Specialist
Laurie Simmons - Director of Food 
Service
Deb Steffens - Bus Driver
Michelle Strobush - Mentoring Super-
visor
Dean Vogt - Bus Driver
Laurie Walker - School Nurse (ECE-12)
Clayton Williams - Bus Driver
Dan Yoose - Director of Maintenance

Winskill Elementary School
Brad Sturmer - Principal
Jim Addison - Fourth Grade
Whitney Allbee - Special Education/Co-
Teaching First Grade
Margaret Bussan - Fourth Grade
Stacey Campbell - Special Education/
Co-Teaching Kindergarten
Dominique Carlson - ELL, Spanish
Zach Chambers - Physical Education
Gayle Clark - Teacher Assistant
Jane Clauer - Food Service
Susan Clifton - Teacher Assistant
Pat Coates - Food Service
Alisha Cooley - 4-Year-Old Kindergarten
Rebecca Dressler - Teacher Assistant
Jennifer Engelhart - Speech and 

Language Pathologist
Karly Enloe - Fourth Grade
David Farrey - Custodian
Courtney Feller - Fourth Grade Math
Stephanie Foster - Counselor
Miranda Fuerstenberg - Special 
Education/Co-Teaching Third Grade
Catherine Gotto - Teacher Assistant
Megan Hammond - Special Education/
Co-Teaching Fifth Grade
Deanna Harding - Teacher Assistant
Cassy Hinderman - Second Grade
Morgan Hoehne - Special Education/Co-
Teaching Fourth Grade
Carrie Ingebritsen - Early Childhood
Jennifer Ingebritsen - First Grade
Faye Kirschbaum - Third Grade
Jody Kirschbaum - General Office 
Secretary
Alison Klein - First Grade
Kim Klein - Head Secretary
Emily Langkamp - First Grade
Sarah Lolwing - Teacher Assistant
Rachel Losselyong - Third Grade
Annalee Mantay - Teacher Assistant
Chelsea Marenes - First Grade
Linda McKelvey - Teacher Assistant
Danielle McLimans - 4-Year-Old 
Kindergarten
Josh McLimans - Reading Coach
Diane McWilliams - Kindergarten
Michelle Merkes - Custodian
Brenda Mezera - Kindergarten
Elizabeth Moefu - Fifth Grade
LouAnn Morris - Teacher Assistant
Karla Nickel - Custodian
Teresa Muldoon - Third Grade
Amanda Pauls - Lunch Room/Playground 
Supervisor
Patricia Peloquin - Occupational Therapy
Abby Price - Fifth Grade
Patrick Ralph - Special Education/Co-
Teaching Second Grade
Jodi Recker - Title I
Heidi Reimann - Third Grade
Marsha Reynolds - Lunch Room/
Playground Supervisor
Steve Reynolds - Maintenance
Michelle Roesch - Second Grade
Samantha Rogers - Teacher Assistant
Haylee Rognholt - Elementary Art
Brandy Schaefer - Second Grade
Mari Schneider - Teacher Assistant
Melissa Sperle - Second Grade
Kurt Snider - Custodian
Angie Straka - Kindergarten
Jody Sturmer - General Music

LANCASTER COMMUNITY SCHOOLS Bridget Udelhofen - Kindergarten
Denise Vesperman - LMC Assistant
Kathy Vogelsberg - Teacher Assistant
Kristie Wagner - Teacher Assistant
Jennifer Wehrle - Keyboarding
Sarah Williams - Physical Education
Laura Winkelman - Speech and 
Language Pathologist
Tami Yanna - Custodian

Lancaster Middle School
Mark Uppena - Principal
Ann Berns - French
Erinn Brogley - Guidance Counselor
John Burton - Custodian
Zach Chambers - Physical Education
Julia Collins - Special Education Teacher
Chris Corell - Science
Pam Critchlow - Teacher Assistant
LeeAnn Droessler - General Secretary
Jennifer Engelhart - Speech and 
Language Pathologist
Matt Fry - Mathematics
Bruce Fuchs - Mathematics
Pat Graham - Custodian
Karla Gratz - Special Education Assistant
Andy Haas - Social Sciences
Jessica Hauk - Library Assistant
Nick Hicks - Physical Education/Health
Jimmy Howard - Spanish
Sandy Kalnins - IMC Assistant
Brian Knapp - Technology Education
Ashley Krantz - Physical Education
Torie Leslie - English
Ashley Miller - Band/5th-6th Grade Music
David Murphy - Choir
Michelle Nies - Science
Sarah Pross - Sixth Grade Science
Taylor Reynolds - Assistant Principal
Florine Roesch - Teacher Assistant
Brett Rollins - Social Studies
Jessica Schaefer - LMS/LHS Agriculture
Mike Smigielski - Program Assistant
Tina Stimpson - Reading/English 
Teacher
Mary VanDeHey - Special Education
Jennifer Wehrle - Business Education
Mandy Whitaker - 7th, 8th Grade English
Laura Winkelman - Speech and 
Language Pathologist
Lisa Zabel - Reading
Sue Zenz - Head Secretary

Lancaster High School
Mark Uppena - Principal
Ann Berns - LMS/LHS French
Karen Berry - Guidance Secretary

Kris Blankenberg - Food Service
David Bridge - Social Studies
Rose Caley - Food Service
Lori Cathman - Library Assistant
Christy Cooley - Food Service
Megan Cooley - Special Education
Chris Corell - Science
Curt Cummins - Maintenance
Gary Cummins - Custodian
Pam Curry - English
Amanda Dengler - Teacher Assistant
Elizabeth Dressler - Special Education
Jennifer Engelhart - Speech and 
Language Pathologist
Jessica Esser - Program Assistant
Amy Flynn - Government, AP 
Psychology, Law, Economics
Keith Friederick - Building and Grounds
Wendy Fuchs - Math
Jennifer Gallagher - Special Education
Jann Harms - Teacher Assistant
Laura Hartline - Spanish
Jimmy Howard - Spanish
Thomas Hughey - Guidance Counselor
Margaret Jonas - Accompanist
Neil Keats - Science
Jonell Klopf - Middle/High School Art
Kaitlin Landon - Science, Biology
Duane Leeser - Technology Education
Jeff Lenz - Custodian
Torie Leslie - English
Mike McCartney - Food Service
Eric Mumm - Technology Education
David Murphy - Choir
Tammy Murphy - Food Service
Michelle Noble - Math
Tammy Oyen - Custodian
Paula Pecinovsky - Custodian
Kathy Pennekamp - Head Secretary
Logan Prochaska - Mathematics
Taylor Reynolds - Assistant Principal
Andy Richard - Business Education
Judy Robison - Teacher Assistant
Brett Rollins - Social Studies
Jessica Schaefer - LMS/LHS Agriculture
Kyle Stiklestad - Physical Education/
Health
Brenda Streif - Teacher Assistant
Rebekah Vogelsberg - Instrumental 
Music
Jennifer Wehrle - Business Education
Wesley Wingert - English
Laura Winkelman - Speech and 
Language Pathologist
David Wright - Agriculture Education
Amber Yutzy - Teacher Assistant
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I couldn’t help but smile for our 2020 grads
Editor’s Note

I write this small portion of the 
publication last. Each time I strug-
gle. When the other 15 pages are 
done, what is there left to say?

As I write this, it is July 15. I had 
the privilege of attending Lancaster 
High School’s 2020 commencement 
event less than a week ago.

I can’t speak for anyone else, but 
I had a blast last Friday night. The 
reason why? All of the smiles. Smiles 
on the faces of our graduates, smiles 

on the faces of the LHS staff present, 
and smiles on the faces of the family 
members in attendance.

The last few months have been 
less than ideal, to say the least. To 
see so many of our students and 
their families make the most of a 
tough situation had me smiling as 
well.

 

Robert Callahan | Editor
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Lancaster High School celebrated Lancaster High School celebrated 
its 2020 graduating class on July 10,  its 2020 graduating class on July 10,  
bringing finality to their LHS storiesbringing finality to their LHS stories

The end.
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By Robert Callahan

L ancaster High School celebrated its 2020 gradu-
ates in two events on Friday, July 10.

Casey Schwab provided a commencement ad-
dress during a virtual commencement that premiered 
on the school district’s Facebook page and YouTube 
channel at 6 p.m. that evening. Schwab, a 2006 Lan-
caster High School graduate, 2010 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison and 2013 graduate of the 
University of Southern California Law School, current-
ly works for the National Football League and lives in 
Washington, D.C.

“Class of 2020, I want to start by saying I’m sorry,” 
Schwab said. “I’m sorry that you missed the end of your 
senior year. I’m sorry that you missed all of those ac-
tivities that go with it and 
I’m sorry that you missed 
your graduation in per-
son. That sucks, it really 
does.

“But now, it’s time to get 
over it. And I don’t want 
to sound harsh, so please, 
please don’t turn the re-
cording off. But what I 
mean is this: in the face of 
adversity, you can either 
fold and you can feel bad 
for yourself, or, you can 
flip it around and turn it 
into an opportunity.”

Schwab shared three 
opportunities with gradu-
ates. First, he encouraged 
them to find their “why.”

“A lot of folks are prob-
ably asking you what’s 
next,” he said. “What are 
you going to do now that 
you’re graduated?

“That’s a perfectly appropriate question, but what I 
think the better question is, why you are about to do 
what you’re about to do next.”

Schwab’s sister, Miranda, is a special education teach-
er at Winskill Elementary School. She has followed in 
the footsteps of her mother, Becky Schwab, who taught 
at Winskill Elementary School for more than three de-
cades.

“You see, my sister, Miranda, Mrs. Fuerstenberg, she 
found her why very, very early,” Casey said. “Me, on the 
other hand, I’m sometimes behind my sister, and it’s 
taken me a little bit longer to ask myself, why?

“So when I graduated from Lancaster, I went to Madi-
son for undergrad, then I moved to Los Angeles for law 
school, then I worked for the NFL, then Fox Sports, and 
more recently I moved to Washington, D.C., to work for 
the NFL Players Association, the union for the NFL.”

Casey shared he recently asked himself why he has 
made those moves and climbed the ladder, and came 
to two conclusions.

“I want to build, and like my sister, I want to teach,” 
he noted. “And you notice, neither of those things have 
anything to do with the NFL or going to Super Bowls or 
sports, even.

“So the sooner you can find your why, Class of 2020, 
the sooner you can get on the path that is going to be 
most fulfilling to you, and you can use those whys as 

your guideposts in the 
next chapter and the 
chapters beyond that, in 
your career and your life.”

Second, Casey encour-
aged his audience to lis-
ten.

“Along with the pan-
demic, this country has 
seen the latest in the civ-
il rights movement in 
Black Lives Matter. Now 
I don’t think any of us 
know quite what to say 
when it comes to this top-
ic,” he said. “So Class of 
2020, now is a great time 
to pick up your phone to 
text someone, to Zoom 
someone, to House Par-
ty someone that doesn’t 
look like you, that doesn’t 
talk like you, and doesn’t 
think like you, and ask 
them what it’s like to be 

them, and listen.
“We can all listen better.”
Third, Casey asked LHS’s latest graduates to hug their 

mothers.
“I can tell you from experience that you will nev-

er, ever regret hugging your mom,” he said. “Now of 
course, you can hug your dad too, and you can hug 
your siblings. I mean it, hug your siblings.

“This pandemic has done something interesting, 
right? It’s alienated us from the outside world, but 

Robert Callahan photo
More than 40 members of Lancaster High School’s 2020 
graduating class took part in the in-person event held 
July 10, including Davin Nolte.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Lancaster Middle School Lancaster Middle School 
has joined LHS in earning has joined LHS in earning 
a prestigious PLTW honora prestigious PLTW honor

A good foundationA good foundation
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By Robert Callahan

L ancaster Middle School (LMS) has been recog-
nized as a Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Dis-
tinguished School for providing broad access 

to transformative learning opportunities for students 
through PLTW Gateway. LMS is one of just 176 middle 
schools across the U.S. to receive this honor.

“As one of our district’s PLTW coordinators, I am 
proud of our middle school PLTW students and of 
Mr. Richard and Mr. Knapp for their work in earning 
this distinction,” said Eric Mumm. “Mr. Richard and 
Mr. Knapp do a great job of introducing PLTW to our 
students, but more importantly, they get the students 
interested, engaged, and committed to the high-lev-
el curriculum of STEM and Computer Science. This 
groundwork has absolutely had a positive effect on our 
high school programs.

“This is a deserv-
ing honor for Lancast-
er’s PLTW students and 
teachers!”

The PLTW Distin-
guished School recog-
nition honors schools 
committed to increasing 
student access, engage-
ment, and achievement 
in their PLTW programs. 
To be eligible for the 
designation, LMS had to 
meet the following crite-
ria:

• Offer at least one 
PLTW Gateway unit at 
each grade level;

• Have more than 50 
percent of the student 
body participating during 
the 2018-2019 school year;

• Have 25 percent of students advancing to high 
school participate in two or more units,

• Have strategies and supports in place that support 
reasonably proportional representation with regard to 
race, ethnicity, poverty, gender and can support such 
claims with relevant data.

Andy Richard and Brian Knapp teach PLTW cours-
es at LMS. Richard teaches App Creators, as well as 
Computer Science for Innovators and Makers. Knapp 
teaches Automation Robotics, Flight and Space, Magic 
of Electrons, and Green Architecture.

Computer Science for Innovators and Makers al-
lows students to discover computer science concepts 

and skills by creating personally relevant, tangible and 
shareable projects. Throughout the unit, students learn 
about programming for the physical world by blending 
hardware design and software development. Physical 
computing projects promote student awareness of in-
teractive systems, including Internet of Things (IoT) 
devices, and broaden their understanding of abstract 
computer science concepts through meaningful au-
thentic applications.

“I enjoy the hands-on approach and giving stu-
dents real-world problems to solve,” Richard said. “I’m 
amazed by how much computer science knowledge 
the sixth graders understand at the end of the year 
compared to the beginning of the year.

“At the beginning of the year, students don’t think 
they will ever understand how to code. By the end of the 
year, the students are creating physical computing de-

vices that keep them safer 
at night when exercising, 
creating an interactive art 
display or an automatic 
food dispenser for a pet.”

App Creators exposes 
students to computer sci-
ence by computationally 
analyzing and develop-
ing solutions to authentic 
problems through mobile 
app development, and 
convey the positive im-
pact of the application of 
computer science to oth-
er disciplines and to soci-
ety.

“It’s great to see the 
ideas students come up 
with for apps and then 
make them come to life,” 

Richard said. “Oftentimes students solve a problem in 
their community with the use of an app. For example, 
we had a group create a Fire App that students could 
use when a fire happens to give them directions to safe-
ly leave the building depending on where they were.”

In Automation  Robotics, students learn about the 
history and impact of automation and robotics as they 
explore mechanical systems, energy transfer, machine 
automation, and computer control systems. Using the 
VEX Robotics® platform, students apply what they know 
to design and program traffic lights, robotic arms, and 
more.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Robert Callahan file photo
Computer Science for Innovators and Makers allows 
students to discover computer science concepts and skills 
by creating personally relevant, tangible and shareable 
projects.
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ChangingChanging
liveslives

Three Lancaster High School graduates Three Lancaster High School graduates 
changed lives for the better  changed lives for the better  

while experiencing change of their ownwhile experiencing change of their own
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By Robert Callahan

T hree Lancaster High School graduates traveled 
to Guatemala earlier this year, sharing their 
time and talents with those less fortunate.

Joseph Recker, a 2016 graduate, and Allison Stader, a 
2018 graduate, visited Antigua, Guatemala. There, they 
provided health services to those in need through VIDA 
Volunteer, a non-profit organization. Free medical and 
dental care was provided to underserved communities 
at three different locations.

“I was able to gain hands-on experience with local 
physicians, clinical experience (taking vitals, patient 
communication, and signs and symptoms analysis), 
recreational opportunities and cultural immersion,” 
Stader said. “On a few different occasions, we were 
able to deliver the news that a woman was expecting 
a child. Some of the wom-
en that were expecting 
got to hear the heartbeat 
of their baby for the first 
time. Sometimes they 
were  25 weeks or further 
along.

“The lack of medical 
resources in the com-
munities slightly differed 
based on location, but 
we are truly fortunate in 
comparison to any of the 
communities.”

Stader, a student at the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-La Crosse, recounted 
an experience that had 
a profound impact on a 
Guatemalan family, as 
well as herself.

“In a town near the 
city of Panajachel, we were presented with an 11-year-
old child who was born with spina bifida. In the U.S., 
there is a fetal surgery to correct spina bifida if it is di-
agnosed,” she recalled. “The child was born, and the 
deliverer severed the child’s nerves near the lumbar re-
gion. This eliminated the chance of the child being able 
to use their lower appendages. The patient crawled by 
arms on a dirt floor in the family’s home to move.

“The 11-year-old, full of smiles, and the hope that we 
could help, colored quietly while the mother explained 
the financial distress the parents feel from purchasing 
the briefs that the child needed. I was stunned by this 
case. It openly solidified my belief that we are so fortu-
nate. Taken aback, I asked my fellow peers to donate 

money, so our VIDA leader could purchase briefs for 
the child. The next day, we were able to present enough 
briefs to last about a month for the family. This minus-
cule act of giving had a profound effect on that family.”

Recker and Stader, in separate groups, worked mind-
in-mind with their fellow pre-health students. 

“We were presented with a patient, and completed a 
series of intake questions with the help of one or two 
interpreters,” Stader explained. “I learned medical et-
iquacy, as well as many skills that will assist me in be-
coming a medical professional.”

It was the second journey to Guatemala for Recker, 
also a student at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.

“What we did as students during our clinical days was 
take vitals, ask the patients questions about their past 
and current medical history, as well as their main con-

cern and why they visited 
us that day,” he explained. 
“Next, a doctor would 
come over and we would 
explain to them what we 
had recorded and the 
doctor then would do a 
further examination if 
needed. Finally, the doc-
tor would diagnose and 
write out a prescription 
for medication that we 
carried with in our trav-
eling pharmacy. This pro-
cess allowed the physi-
cians that were traveling 
with us to see as many 
patients as possible, thus 
helping more people.” 

Recker’s group saw ap-
proximately 600 patients 
in just six clinic days.

Jared Straka is a senior at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, where he is studying mechanical engi-
neering. He traveled to Zapote, Guatemala, with nine 
students and two professional engineers thanks to En-
gineers Without Borders. There, they implemented a 
water project three years in the making.

Zapote, a four-hour drive from Guatemala City, is a 
town of approximately 600 people.

“All 600 people in this town live without the basic 
human right to reliable access to safe drinking water,” 
Straka shared. “For the last three years, the UW-Madi-
son chapter of Engineers Without Borders has been 

Photo courtesy of Joseph Recker
Joseph Recker, a 2016 Lancaster High School graduate, 
made his second journey to Guatemala earlier this 
year. There, he provided health services to those in need 
through VIDA Volunteer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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By Robert Callahan

A dozen Lancaster High 
School students showcased 
their creativity at the Visual 

Arts Classic (VAC) regional compe-
tition at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville on Feb. 21.

“I thought it was cool experience,” 
said Lancaster Middle/High School 
art teacher Jonell Klopf. “We were 

hashtag ‘team winging it’ because 
it was our first year participating 
as a school and it was my first year 
teaching, so I didn’t know what was 
going on and the students had nev-
er done it.”

The VAC is a competition for art 
students in grades 9-12, featuring 
studio categories (usually 11 or 12) 
and an annually changing theme, 

according to the Wisconsin Art Edu-
cation Association. The 2020 theme 
was “The Women of Art.”

Students are involved in in-depth 
research on selected artists (usually 
about a dozen) whose work relates 
to the theme. Scores are earned 
both individually and as a team. 
There are both regional and state 
competitions.

Contributed photo
Lancaster High School seniors Haley Timmerman (left) and Morgan DeBuhr took part in the Visual Arts Classic at 
the University of Wisconsin-Platteville on Feb. 21. DeBuhr advanced to the state competition.

A new experience proved rewarding
for many Lancaster High School art students 

and their first-year teacher as well

Winning while 'winging it’
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“There are long-term projects and 
on-site projects,” Klopf explained. 
“A long-term project can be creat-
ed at school. The on-site project is 
2 1/2 hours to create artwork at the 
competition.”

“It is kind of cool that there are 
two different opportunities for 
them. There is also a ‘Critical Think-
ing’ team project and an ‘Art Histo-
ry Quiz Bowl’ relating to the theme 
and artists.”

Don’t let their moniker fool you. 
Lancaster High School is home to 
many talented artists. Lancaster’s 
Avicet Bedward, Morgan DeBuhr, 
Taylor Knight, Mariah Trenkle and 
Erin Walker advanced to the state 
competition.

“Every student receives feedback 
from judges about what they can do 
to improve, what they think went 
well, and so on,” Klopf said. “The 
students can see, if they plan to 
compete next year, how things will 
go.”

Lancaster’s students utilized their 
talents in the painting, printmak-
ing, ceramics, sculpture, and per-
sonal adornment competitions.

“Students had the chance to 
choose what they wanted to do 
in response to a prompt,” Klopf 
shared. “Some made mugs, some 
students made jewelry, others 
made paper mache`. It was a lot of 
different things. 

“Every school had to bring their 
own supplies, so I had make sure 
every bin had what it needed.”

The VAC state competition was 
scheduled for April 17 at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison but 
was canceled as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Several of Lancaster High School’s 
2020 graduates—Chelsey Letcher, 
Brooklyn Connelly, Haley Timmer-
man and DeBuhr—were part of the 
Flying Arrows’ VAC roster. 

Letcher took on the challenge of 
printmaking.

“Honestly, VAC was a blast. I had 
so much fun even though it was 
our first year there,” she said. “We 
all seemed to get along and did our 
best on everything.”

DeBuhr agreed.
“Overall, the day was super-en-

joyable, but what I enjoyed the most 
was the Quiz Bowl. Our team was 
able to laugh it off and still have a 
ton of fun,” she said. “I can say that 
our team brought the most energy 
and excitement, which also made it 
really enjoyable. We may not have 
won the Quiz Bowl, but we did win 
‘Most Personality’ as a team!”

Connelly enrolled in art classes 
for the first time last school year.

“I wasn’t sure what to expect,” she 
said. “But now looking back, I’m 
glad I did it, and did the competi-
tion. It was a great day spent with 
friends and of course, Ms. Klopf, 
but also meeting some other people 
there. Ms. Klopf makes art so much 
fun. It is definitely something I will 
always remember!”

Timmerman considered herself 
lucky to participate in the VAC.

“I was lucky enough to participate 
in this year’s Visual Arts Classic 
hosted at UW-P and I had a blast. 

Not only was I able to create art and 
express myself through my work, 
but I also was fortunate that many 
of my best friends also got this op-
portunity,” she said. “I thoroughly 
enjoyed this competition and art 
at LHS as a whole. We got to make 
such cool projects while having fun 
and putting our own twist on it. I’m 
bummed we weren’t able to have 
the state competition, but I’m very 
thankful for the experience.”

MaKenna Breuer, a Lancaster 
freshman, hopes to return to the 
VAC.

“I really enjoyed doing the art 
competition for a few reasons. The 
first was we got to meet other stu-
dents from other schools that en-
joy the same thing as us,” she said. 
“While we were on our on-site proj-
ect we got to talk to kids from other 
schools and learn from each other’s 
techniques.

“Since it was our first year doing 
this we did not know what to expect 
from it. Overall it was a really fun 
time and I am hoping to do it again 
in the future.”  

Klopf succeeded Gloria Fuller, 
who after 28 years teaching in Lan-
caster, retired at the conclusion of 
the 2018-2019 school year. 

“Art at LHS was different, but fun. 
I only started art classes my junior 
year and when I found out that we 
were getting a new teacher I didn’t 
want to do the classes anymore, 
but I still did and honestly I’m su-
per-glad I stuck to it,” Letcher said. 
“Ms. Klopf is one of the best teach-
ers I’ve had. She was so helpful. I’d 
say she was my most favorite teach-
er and one I could always talk to. 
Having her as an art teacher made 
me actually try more and really 
proved how good I actually am at 
drawing. I always worked hard on 
my projects and had several going 
on at the same time.

“My advice to anyone coming into 
high school: take art! You’ll love it!”

Contributed photo
Lancaster High School’s Avicet 
Bedward fared well at the Visual 
Arts Classic, advancing to the state 
competition.
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Lancaster Middle School’s Arrow Band debuted “Into the Unknown,” arranged by Paul Miller, during the Music In 
Our Schools Month concert on March 3. The performance was the world premiere of the “Frozen 2” favorite.

By Robert Callahan

W hen one thinks of world 
premiere events, Los 
Angeles, New York City 

or Chicago may come to mind. Add 
Lancaster, Wis. to the list.

A world premiere event in Lan-
caster, Wis.? Yes, it happened, 
thanks to the time and talents of a 
Lancaster man and the Lancaster 
Middle School Arrow Band.

Paul Miller is a Digital Music Ed-
itor and Arranger for Music Notes 
Inc. 

“I take arrangements and make 
them look nice for publication,” he 
explained. “I also arrange my own 
works that get published on our 
website.”

When Paul heard “Into the Un-

known” from Disney’s “Frozen 2” 
for the very first time last fall, he 
considered creating an arrange-
ment.

“I came home and told Ashley 
I thought it would make an awe-
some band piece,” he said. “We got 
the music for ‘Frozen 2’ really early, 
so we could have things ready for 
when it came out. And looking at 
the music, I knew it could be some-
thing cool!”

Ashley Miller is band director 
at Lancaster Middle School. She 
hadn’t heard “Into the Unknown” 
yet when Paul expressed his interest 
in creating an arrangement, as the 
song had not been released yet.

“But then he pulled up the ‘Pan-
ic! At The Disco’ version and I loved 

it,” she recalled. “I was so excited to 
think my band could play that. Not 
to mention that it would be so soon 
after what I knew would be a Frozen 
2 frenzy!”

“Frozen 2” debuted on Nov. 22, 
2019. Paul, Ashley and their daugh-
ter were among moviegoers to ex-
perience the film opening weekend 
at Lancaster’s Grantland Theatre.

“By the time we got the music, 
some kids had already heard it,” 
Ashley said. “As a band, we listened 
to the ‘Panic! At The Disco’ version 
and the ‘Frozen 2’ version. So, we 
had some kids pumped because the 
‘Panic!’ Version is epic, and some 
others excited because they’re ‘Fro-
zen’ fans, and couldn’t wait to play 
the music.

With the help of a familiar face, 
the LMS Arrow Band 

premiered new music in March

CreatingCreating ‘the unknown’‘the unknown’



FLYING ARROW | 11SUMMER 2020

“I’d say overall, there was excite-
ment. And then they saw the time 
signature—12/8 is a pretty weird 
time signature—but once they 
got over the initial shock, they did 
amazing.”

Is creating an arrangement a 
daunting task?

“It’s not daunting, per se,” Paul 
shared. “I have the music, so I can 
see exactly what I need to do. I love 
putting the pieces of the puzzle to-
gether, figuring out which parts of 
the music sound best with what in-
strumentation, and featuring what 
sections Ashley has in her band.”

Paul worked on the “Into the Un-
known” arrangement as a side proj-
ect, tackling it after work hours.

“It probably took a month,” Paul 
said. “A few long weekends in there, 
but it takes quite a bit of time to 
move the arrangement from or-
chestra/piano/voice to middle 
school band.”

Lancaster Middle School’s Arrow 
Band performed the arrangement 
during the Music In Our Schools 
Month concert on March 3.

“I was so proud of my kids. Arrow 
Band puts out amazing quality mu-
sic for being a middle school band,” 
Ashley said. “This piece was so chal-
lenging and it was met with mini-
mal groans. It had several solos and 
featured sections, and they worked 
so hard to get them to come togeth-
er. Leah Muench on that piano part 
still gives me the chills!

“There are some ‘pop’ songs that 
we play, and I’m so over them by 
the time we perform them, but even 
until our performance, I got goose-
bumps every time we started ‘Into 
the Unknown.’ There’s a section al-
most toward the end where Abby 
Timmerman goes crazy on the 
drum set, and the band is giving so 
much emotion, and it just made my 
heart sing every single time.”

The performance of “Into the Un-
known” was not only the world pre-

miere of Paul’s piece, but was the 
first middle school arrangement 
(and possibly the first band ar-
rangement) of the song published.

“Every time Paul arranges some-
thing for us, it’s amazing,” Ashley 
proudly shared. “I’m so spoiled that 
I have a live-in arranger. He can say, 
‘How are your clarinets over the 
break?’ And I can say ‘Awesome,” 
and he’ll feature them on some cra-
zy high notes. It’s nice to have the 
option to customize my music.”

What was Paul’s favorite part of 
the process?

“Definitely hearing the arrange-
ment performed,” he said. “You 
work on this piece of music for so 
long, and hearing it performed is 
definitely my favorite. Seeing the 
kids enjoy the music—hearing what 
works—knowing all the hard work 
they put into it, I love it.”

Paul has created arrangements 
for the Lancaster Middle School 
band each year Ashley has been a 
part of the staff.

“In the beginning, he arranged 
marching band stuff for me. Ev-
ery year in March he arranges a 

song for my eighth graders,” Ash-
ley shared. “He’s done some great 
arrangements of a variety of works. 
My eighth graders vote on a song, 
and Paul just whips it up for them.

“My kids are familiar with his 
name on their music, and affection-
ately call him Paul Mey-ler, from 
‘Fallout Boy’ (it’s an inside joke). 
I’m so lucky to have such a talented 
husband, and my kids are so lucky 
he loves them enough to care that 
they can always have ownership in 
their music.”

The Music In Our Schools Month 
concert was the last middle school 
concert for eighth graders Myl-
eigh Bender, Scott Bendorf, Gi-
anni Boebel, William Bussan, Em-
ily Cummins, Evy Dhyanchand, 
Abigail Esser, Alexander Gruber, 
Ariana Hauck, Josephine Hoerth, 
Findley Hoffman, Clara Jo Kindrai, 
Kate McWilliams, Allison Moore, 
Leah Muench, Katelynn Muldoon, 
Mallory Olmstead, Emily Pierce, 
Connor Raisbeck, Taya Shaben, 
Derek Simpson, Kylee Sitts, Kaitlyn 
Sokolik, Brady Sperle, Caden Tim-
merman, Devin Tydrich, Kendra 
Vesperman and Brandon Winter.

“My dearest eighth graders, it has 
been my honor to be your teacher 
for three years. From the squaks 
and squeaks of our first months—to 
the amazing musicians you are to-
day—I am endlessly grateful to have 
shared music with you,” Ashley 
shared. “You made me smile, laugh, 
and feel joy daily. I have loved 
watching you grow from dorky sixth 
graders to these funny, kind, smart 
(still dorky) humans that I adore.

“I can’t wait to see everything you 
accomplish. You are destine for big 
things. I love you. I miss you. Thank 
you for being such an important 
part of our Bard Sam.”

Editor’s note: “Bard Sam” is not a 
typo. Mrs. Miller informs me there is 
a good story behind it.

“I was so proud of 
my kids. Arrow Band 
puts out amazing 
quality music for 
being a middle school 
band. This piece was 
so challenging and it 
was met with minimal 
groans. It had several 
solos and featured 
sections, and they 
worked so hard to 
get them to come 
together.”
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What happens when you add the enthusiasm of Winskill 
Elementary School physical education teacher Zach 
Chambers to the skills of the Lancaster High School 
Technical Education department? A Lancaster Gnome 
Invasion. Hundreds of gnomes dispersed into the “City 
of the Dome” and were painted by talented families in 
April, who later shared their photos on Facebook using 
the hashtag #LancasterGnomeInvasion.

CREATIVITY SHINES DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE
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those closest to us, that we live with, it’s brought us 
closer because we can’t go anywhere, we can’t do any-
thing. I promise you, in five years from now you’re go-
ing to look back and you’re going to miss this time that 
you had with your family.”

In closing, Casey surmised the COVID-19 pandemic 
is a part of the narrative of all 2020 graduates.

“So I ask you, what are you going to do with it,” he 
said. “I suggest that you own it.”

Student speaker Mason Crooks focused on the good 
done in the Lancaster community since early March.

Crooks noted Lancaster Community Schools provid-
ed 48,062 meals to students and their families through 
the school district’s “Grab and Go” offering. He recalled 
the May 24 parade of LHS 
graduates led by the Lan-
caster Fire Department 
and Lancaster EMS.

“Instead of remember-
ing our senior year by 
what we missed out on, 
let’s remember what we 
gained: how to work in-
dependently and ask for 
help when needed, pa-
tience, extra family time, 
and a sense of being part 
of a community larger 
than high school,” he said.

In closing, Crooks 
shared a lesson in the let-
ter C, hearkening to his 
days in kindergarten.

“To become happier 
during this time, simply 
replace the following C words: canceled, closed, can’t, 
conflict, with community, caring, courage, compas-
sion, and finally, one of my favorite C words, chocolate.

“2020 graduates, have a sweet life.”
Student speaker Aaron Murphy shared the wisdom 

of Greek philosopher Heraclitus, who said, “The only 
constant in life is change.”

“So much has changed in these last few months and 
it’s been a real reminder to me of how important it is to 
take action and take control,” Murphy said. “You never 
know when something might suddenly cease to exist, 
or when you will see someone for the last time.

“So don’t put things off for tomorrow. Take control of 

what you can, when you can.”
Murphy also shared the wisdom of his “good buddy” 

Benjamin Franklin, who said, “Well done is better than 
well said.”

“Saying you’re going to do it and actually doing it are 
two different things. Saying you want to is nothing un-
less you actually do it,” Murphy explained. “You can’t 
expect any results if you don’t put forth any effort. And 
most importantly, you won’t get any results unless you 
start.

“I encourage you to take action, propose your new 
idea, take risks, don’t worry about making a mistake, be 
the first to make a change, and don’t be afraid to speak 
up.”

Lancaster Community Schools District Administra-
tor Rob Wagner commended students while present-
ing the class for graduation.

“I believe you, the Flying Arrows Class of 2020, have 
realized how nothing can 
be expected and you need 
to live every day to its full-
est. Cherish the things 
you have come accus-
tomed to, while keeping 
your family and friends as 
your highest priority,” he 
said. “You have handled 
these unforeseen disap-
pointments the past four 
months with grace and 
class. You’re an outstand-
ing example of all the 
graduates of 2020.

“You have not dwelled 
on the past, but rather 
focused on moving for-
ward, controlling what 
you can, and appreciating 

and living in the moment, because you have realized 
firsthand nothing is guaranteed.”

Wagner shared the greatest experience for him this 
year was traveling throughout the school district to 
hand-deliver diplomas to the 2020 graduates.

“It was a reminder to those of us who had the privi-
lege that day to be part of such a rewarding event, how 
amazing and special you are, and how proud we are 
of who you’ve become,” he said. “Although this is not 
our traditional graduation ceremony, you, the Class of 
2020, will be the graduating class none of us will ever 
forget.”

The end.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

“I believe you, the Flying Arrows 
Class of 2020, have realized how 
nothing can be expected and you 
need to live every day to its fullest. 
Cherish the things you have come 
accustomed to, while keeping 
your family and friends as your 
highest priority. You have handled 
these unforeseen disappointments 
the past four months with grace 
and class. You’re an outstanding 
example of all the graduates of 
2020.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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The exciting world of aerospace comes alive through 
the Flight and Space unit during Flight and Space class. 
Students become engineers as they design, prototype, 
and test models to learn about the science of flight and 
what it takes to travel and live in space. They solve re-
al-world aviation and space challenges and plan a mis-
sion to Mars.

Magic of Electrons allows students to examine the 
behavior and parts of atoms, as well as the impact of 
electricity on the world around them. They learn skills 
in basic circuitry design and use what they know to 
propose designs such as a burglar alarm for an art mu-
seum.

In Green Architecture, students learn how to apply 
green concepts to the fields of architecture and con-
struction. They explore dimensioning, measuring, and 
architectural sustainability and apply what they have 
learned to design affordable housing units using Au-
todesk’s® 3D architectural design software.

“What I enjoy the most is the hands-on learning that 
the PLTW classes encourage,” Knapp said. “I enjoy 
teaching that way and the students enjoy learning that 
way, so it seems to make for a good fit. I also enjoy how 
the kids get to show their own creativity.

“Most of our activities are working with a partner or 

even in a small group. While doing this, I have noticed 
students communicating and interacting with others, 
while not afraid to share their ideas or opinions.

“Students seem to enjoy the freedom these classes al-
low. I encourage communication and interaction with 
my students, which sometimes seems like organized 
chaos, but I love it.”

Knapp explained PLTW encourages educators to fol-
low the “Design Process” when designing and building.

“It is a good way for the students to understand de-
sign, start to finish,” he noted.

Lancaster High School was one of only 64 high 
schools to earn Distinguished School status in 2019, af-
ter meeting criteria during the 2017-2018 school year. 
LMS met its criteria during the 2018-2019 school year.

What were Richard’s and Knapp’s reactions to the 
good news?

“I was super-excited,” Richard said. “It’s quite an 
honor to be a distinguished PLTW school. It wouldn’t 
be possible without Brian and I working together to 
provide all these opportunities for our students.”

“I was excited for the Middle School,” Knapp said. “It 
is always nice to be recognized. As Andy mentioned, 
working together and communicating make these 
things possible.

“It is also nice to be a distinguished Middle School, 
since we already have a distinguished PLTW High 
School.

“Now we get to have a nice banner like they do!”

A good foundation

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

As the virtual commencement premiered, graduates 
and as many as 10 family members were invited to Lan-
caster High School to walk across the graduation stage, 
where they were greeted by Middle/High School Prin-
cipal Mark Uppena, Wagner, Board of Education mem-
bers Dean Noethe and Jerry Vesperman, and Class 
President Erin Walker.

Forty-five graduates participated in the event.
“Given the situation, we wanted to do something 

that would recognize our seniors, and I am glad that so 
many did take the opportunity to walk across that stage 
and get a chance to maybe put some finality to their 
high school years that they had,” Uppena said. “Kudos 
to everybody—all of our families and all the communi-
ty support— who helped make that possible.”

The end.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Robert Callahan photo
Nick Riedl reacts after playing a game of rock-paper-
scissors with Jennifer Gallagher during the July 10 
graduation event at Lancaster High School.
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designing a gravity-powered water system that will 
supply clean water to all 106 homes in Zapote.

“This system, which is the largest water project any 
Engineers Without Borders student chapter in the na-
tion has ever tackled, will transport water from three 
separate springs to the town of Zapote through over 12 
miles of piping. Being gravity-fed, our system requires 
no pumps to keep the water moving, instead using the 
built up pressure from moving down one mountain to 
climb the next one.”

Straka’s group of 11 slept in sleeping bags on tile 
floors each night they were in the community and by 
day worked side-by-side with members of the commu-
nity as their designs were implemented.

“During the trip our major construction project was 
the primary holding tank for the community, which is 
now completed and will hold 9,200 gallons of clean wa-
ter,” Straka said. “Being on a hill, it acts in the same way 
the water tower in Lancaster works, using elevation to 
push water to homes. Being on a hill, this also meant 
that the materials needed to be carried up, since vehi-
cle access wasn’t possible.

“With the incredibly hard-working members of the 
community, we moved several tons of cement, gravel, 
and sand through bucket lines, one five gallon bucket 
at a time. I cannot say enough amazing things about 
the community members we met on the trip. They’re 
proud, hard-working people who welcomed us into 

their homes every single day.”
Why is it important to serve?
“I cannot explain in words what I felt, and how I 

didn’t realize that the experience was changing me. It 
is essential to volunteer time in your own community, 
college town, or even another country,” Stader said. 
“Providing others with care that they may have never 
been able to acquire is a life-changing duty to them and 
yourself. You won’t realize it, but you will begin to plant 
the spirit of volunteering in others after any volunteer-
ing experience. Don’t let the fear of expanding bound-
aries stop you.”

“The theme this year was volunesia, which means, 
in the moment you forget you’re volunteering to help 
change lives, because it is changing yours,” Recker said. 
“I feel this is a very accurate representation of what this 
trip has to offer. My desire to help those less fortunate 
has stemmed from going on these trips and has actual-
ly shifted my future in the healthcare field to be a more 
public health emphasis.”

“I think we take so much for granted every day of our 
lives. The project I’ve had the pleasure to work on for 
the past three years will soon be providing 600 people 
with clean, reliable drinking water in their own homes 
for the first time in their lives,” Straka said. “Think about 
how often you use water. Every morning, we turn the 
shower on, make coffee, and wash our hands. We don’t 
even think about it. There are children in Zapote who 
have never had clean running water in their home. 
Serving others with needs so basic as safe drinking wa-
ter puts into perspective how fortunate we are. It’s a 
humbling experience.”

Photo courtesy of Allison Stader
Allison Stader (first row, third from left) is a 2018 
graduate of Lancaster High School. Now a student 
at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, she visited 
Guatemala earlier this year.

Photo courtesy of Jared Straka
Jared Straka (back row, far left) is a member of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Engineers without 
Borders student chapter. He helped provide clean water 
to 106 homes in Zapote, Guatemala.

Changing lives

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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The Lancaster Middle 
School team of seventh 
grader Christina But-
tles and eighth graders 
Kate McWilliams, Leah 
Muench and Josie Hoerth 
won the Regional You Be 
The Chemist Challenge 
on Feb. 11 at CESA 3 in 
Fennimore.

Lancaster’s team was 
one of two remaining in 
Wisconsin and was look-
ing forward to the oppor-
tunity to create a video 
concerning chemistry 
in their community. The 
videos were to be judged 
and a statewide winner 
declared.

The remainder of the 
You Be The Chemist Chal-
lenge competition was 
canceled as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Re-

gional results were com-
piled and the Lancaster 
Middle School squad 
earned the highest score 

in the state of Wisconsin. 
As a result, the Flying Ar-
rows were named state 
champions.

Congratulations to 
our team members and 
coaches!

SIMPLY THE BEST! LMS squad wins You Be The Chemist Challenge

Lancaster Middle School’s You Be The Chemist team was crowned state champions 
in May. Team members were, from left: Christina Buttles, Kate McWilliams, Leah 
Muench and Josie Hoerth.

Contributed photo

McWilliams, Muench qualify for NHD state contest
Lancaster Middle 

School students Kate 
McWilliams and Leah 
Muench qualified for 
the National History Day 
State Contest this spring.

Their documentary of 
Marie Curie qualified for 
the State Contest, which 
was held May 1-5. The 
2020 National History Day 
theme is “Breaking Barri-
ers in History.”

Leah and Kate’s docu-
mentary was applauded 
by judges at the La Crosse 
Regional, which was held 
virtually in April.

More than 16,000 stu-
dents throughout Wis-
consin present their ideas 

on the national theme 
through a variety of medi-
ums including documen-

taries, exhibits, papers, 
performances and web-
sites.

Lanaster Middle School’s Leah Muench (left) and Kate 
McWilliams advanced to the National History Day State 
Contest thanks to a documentary of Marie Curie.

Andrew Haas photo

The Wisconsin High 
School Forensic Associ-
ation (WHSFA) held an 
optional virtual contest 
this spring for forensics 
students competing in an 
individual category.

Lancaster High School 
students Paige Lolwing 
and Lydia Mack accepted 
the challenge. Lolwing’s 
cumulative score of 46 
earned her a Distinctive 
Performance honor.

Lolwing 
earns WHFSA 
Distinctive 
Performance 
honor
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